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CEMETERIES / MAUSOLEUMS 
 
INTRODUCTION:  The church is to have its own cemeteries wherever this can be 
done, or at least spaces in civil cemeteries designated for the faithful departed and 
properly blessed (Canon 1240).  Parishes and religious institutes can have their own 
cemeteries (Canon 1241). 
      
IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY: 
 

Mandated: 
1. Cemeteries/mausoleums are established as sacred places, as understood in 

church law, through the dedication or blessing by the ordinary or his delegate, 
as prescribed in the liturgical books (Canon 1205). The document attesting to 
the blessing is to be kept in the church's archive (Canon 1208). 

 
2. The faithful have a right to be buried in the cemetery of their choosing, as 

designated by that person or by those responsible to arrange for the interment, 
providing there is space (Canon 1180). There is to be no discrimination, 
particularly on the basis of race, in the granting of this right. This excludes 
any practice which gives the appearance of discrimination. Wherever, due to 
past cultural practices, such conditions exist, such practices are to be 
discontinued. Special provisions should be made to accommodate the poor. In 
keeping with the new Code of Canon Law (1983), burial of non-
Catholics/Christians is permitted using the code as a guide (Canon 1183 and 
1184). 

 
3. New cemeteries/mausoleums and additions to old cemeteries/mausoleums 

must have the approval of the diocesan Bishop before being established. The 
right to enlarge, replot or change the boundaries of the cemetery is reserved to 
the diocesan Bishop, who will refer the matter to the appropriate consultation 
Board. 

 
4. The Diocese of Lafayette has no responsibility for the maintenance of 

privately owned cemeteries (i.e., not owned by parishes). 
 

5. The Church recommends that the custom of burial be retained, but it does not 
forbid cremation unless it is chosen for reasons which are contrary to Catholic 
teaching. 

 
6. Disinterments, when necessary, are to be conducted in accord with civil law. 

 
7. A complete plat or chart of the cemetery/mausoleum must be safely preserved 

in the archives of the parish, if it is a parochial cemetery, and in the archives 
of the cemetery office, if it is a joint cemetery. The name, surname, and age of 
each person buried, together with the dates of death and burial, shall be 
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accurately recorded in the cemetery register. The notation of the place of 
burial as referenced on the plat or chart should also be included. 

 
8. The acquisition of cemetery burial rights does not convey ownership of the 

lot. Right of burial is obtained by the purchase of a certificate which shall 
entitle the purchaser to the perpetual use of the lot for the purpose of burial of 
human remains only, subject to the rules and regulations of the cemetery. 
Local policies specify ownership of plot and burial rights.  Each cemetery 
may reserve the right to limit the number of interments which may be 
permitted in an individual lot. 

 
9. Purchasers of burial rights are to be fully informed, prior to the purchase, of 

all applicable policies and conditions. 
 

10. No burial rights shall be sold in common or joint ownership.  It shall be the 
duty of the plot owner or the legal heirs to notify the Management of any 
change in the post office address. Notice sent to the last address on file in the 
office of the cemetery shall be held to be sufficient and proper legal 
notification. 

 
11. Upon the death of the owner of a certificate, the right to such certificate passes 

to the legal heirs. 
 

12. Should the purchaser of a burial place, the heirs, and assigns fail to carry out 
the terms of the purchase agreement, the Management may declare said 
agreement cancelled and all rights of the purchaser, the heirs and the assigns 
abrogated; however, the Management must first give sixty (60) days written 
notice by deposit of a letter in the United States Post Office with postage 
thereon duly prepaid to the person or persons making the purchase at the 
address stated on the cemetery records. 

 
13. A cemetery authority shall have the right to correct any and all errors that may 

occur in or in connection with the operation of the cemetery, as stipulated in 
Louisiana Statute R.S. 8:813. This shall include the right to substitute other 
interment rights, approximately equal in authority. The correction of an error 
may also be accomplished by the refunding of the amount of money paid on 
account of the acquisition or use of a cemetery/mausoleum space. If an error 
involves an interment, the cemetery authority shall have the right to remove 
and transfer the remains that are involved. 

 
14. All burial rights sold must include perpetual care. This is required by civil law 

for mausoleums (10% or as indicated in the contract); at least 10% is required 
for other cemetery plots. Investment accounts for perpetual care are to be 
established (in accord with diocesan finance policies, i.e., with the CDLP) for 
each cemetery/mausoleum, and only the earned income from such accounts is 
to be used for cemetery/mausoleum expenses. 
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15. Cemetery funds may be used for any cost incurred to keep the cemetery in 

good condition. Because cemetery funds are not taxable, they are to be used 
for cemetery purposes only. If it can be demonstrated that some of these funds 
are not needed for present cemetery purposes and future upkeep, permission 
may be obtained from the Bishop to transfer the excess funds to the general 
account of the parish. At this time, these funds become taxable. 

 
16. Profit from the sale of mausoleum burial rights, less the percentage dedicated 

to perpetual care (a minimum of 10% or as indicated in the contract of the cost 
of the crypts in the mausoleum), may be placed in the general fund of the 
parish. 

 
17. The Diocesan Insurance Program covers only liability, not property damage.  

Property damage is the sole responsibility of the plot/crypt owner. 
 

18. Care of monuments/markers placed on the burial plots at the time of sale or 
burial may be included in the Perpetual Care package if specified in the deed. 
In these cases the above statement on Perpetual Care must be followed 
strictly. 

 
19. Cemetery employees are to be treated in accord with diocesan policy and the 

requirements of justice. 
 

20. Policies for individual cemeteries/mausoleums are to be prepared and 
submitted to the Bishop. These policies will, in accord with civil law and with 
these Diocesan policies, address:    
a. The procedures for purchase of burial rights, including all costs and fees, 

as well as any limitations or provisions necessary to the proper 
administration of the cemetery/mausoleum; 

b. Arrangements for interments; 
c. Rights and obligations of plot/crypts owners; 
d. The placing of monuments and markers on lots or graves;  
e. Procedure for the resale of burial rights; 
f. Definition of perpetual care, and ordinary care and maintenance; 
g. Conditions and procedures for declaration of abandonment of burial rights,      

including disposition or sale of abandoned lots;  
h. Procedures for serving the poor. 

 
  

 


